Zaal Kikvidze, Prof. Ecology

| graduated from Tbilisi State University in 1978. In 1983, | obtained the degree of Candidate of
Biological Sciences.

In 1993, | obtained the degree of Doctor of Biological Sciences.
In 1978-1998, | worked in the research institutes of the Georgian Academy of Sciences.

In 1994-1998, | participated in the projects of introducing environmental education and civic
education in Georgian schools.

In 1998-2007, | worked as an associate researcher at Chiba University (Japan) and the Estacion
Experimental de Zonas Arida, CSIC, Spain.

In 2007-2012, | was an associate professor at the University of Tokyo. As a visiting researcher or
professor, | have worked at universities in Germany, Japan, America, Great Britain, Switzerland,
France; | carried out research projects in Chile and Mexico. | am a member of the editorial board of
Vegetation Classification and Survey, editor of the section of Ethnobotany Research and
Applications; Member of International Association of Vegetation Ecology (IAVS) and International
Botanical Societies of Georgia, co-founder of ethnobiological society "Ethnomont".

2006: | have been cooperating with Ilia State University since its foundation, still as a member of the
selection commission and a participant in various ecological and botanical research projects.

Since April 2012, | have been a professor at the Institute of Ecology of Ilia State University

Since July 2013 - Tenured Professor of Ecology. | have published more than 300 works, mainly in
plant ecology and ethnobiology.

Since 2015, | have been the director of the Institute of Ethnobiology of llia State University.

Since 2016, | have been studying the master's course "Bioceonoses: relationships between
organisms and their distribution in space (community ecology)".

Also, since 2016, | have been reading the courses "Socio-Ecological Systems: Bioresources and Man",
which was replaced by the course "Ethnobotany and Ethnobiology of the Caucasus" in 2019 and
continues to this day.

In 2019, | received the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia publishing state
scientific publication grant SP-19-275.

2020-2022 | gave a doctoral seminar in ecology

From 2021 until now, | have been reading the lecture course "Origin of life and biological diversity"
within the framework of the one-level program of the medical faculty of the Faculty of Natural
Sciences and Medicine of llia State University

2021-2023 | was the co-supervisor of the doctoral thesis (in the field of ecology)

2022-2023 | was the co-supervisor of the master's thesis (in the field of ethnobotany)



One of the main problems of today's biology and geography is to clarify the ecological and
evolutionary processes that shape biological diversity. There is a need to study these processes at
different spatial scales, from local deterministic biotic and abiotic filters to more stochastic processes
acting on large spatial and temporal scales, such as dispersal, migrations, and speciation. At the
same time, the interaction between man and nature puts on the agenda the connection of natural
and public knowledge and the development of science in a new, interdisciplinary way (mode 2). For
this, | am researching the relations between natural and social sciences and the regularities of their
connection. | consider ethnobiology to be one of the interesting directions of such research
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