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Name:  

Nationality:    

Contact information: 

Lela KHARTISHVILI      Georgian    

 lela.khartishvili@iliauni.edu.ge

Education and Training   

Date   Institution Degree/diploma obtained   

2017 -2020 
BOKU – University of Natural Resources and 
Life Science in Vienna    

Doctor of Philosophy Dr. rer. Soc. oec  

1997 – 1998   
Georgian Technical University School of 
Management    

Professional qualification in Management   

1988 – 1993   
Tbilisi State University    
Department of Geography   

MA/Diploma in Geography, Recreation and   
Tourism        

Summary of Key qualifications   

• More than 20 years of professional experience in the sector of Tourism development, with special emphasis

on National and Regional Tourism Development Strategies;

• Experience of International cooperation projects in Tourism;

• PhD topic: Community-based tourism as a pathway for the development of sustainable mountain regions in

the South Caucasus

Employment record   

Organization Ilia State University Reference: Giorgi Kemertelidze, giorgi.kemertelidze@iliauni.edu.ge  

Period, country  September, 2022– up to day. Georgia  

Position, activities  Associate Professor, Leading courses in Tourim managment, Touroperating and Agritourism   

Organization ILEN/BOKU University. Reference: Tamara Mitrofanenko, tamara.mitrofanenko@boku.ac.at 

Period February 2018 – November 2020. Austria 

Position   Project consultant, researcher; an international summer school in Georgia and field excursions 

to Georgia and Armenia; facilitating multi-stakeholders’ workshops, identifying opportunities 

and potential and defining the concept note.    

Organization TTG Georgia Ltd  

Period 2013 - 2018. Georgia 

Position   Director,  Publishing travel guides and annual Tourism & Trade guide to Georgia “The 

Georgian”; Implementing training programs (in service and initial) in rural tourism hospitality & 

marketing. 

Organization The Biological Farming Association Elkana. Reference: Mariam Jorjadze, director@elkana.org.ge   

Period 2006 – 2013  and 2021-2023. Georgia 

Position   Tourism and rural development consultant, Managing projects, coordinating rural tourism 

network       

Organization Explore Georgia Ltd, Caucasus Travel Ltd. Reference: Saba Kiknadze CEO (+995) 599 587400   

Period 1997 – 2007. Georgia   

Position   Tour product development consultant & Tour Coordinator   
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Projects (short assignments)  

• November 2023 – up today. Technical Assistance to support development of action plan and piloting
entrance fee in Mtirala and Lagodekhi PAs in Georgia. CNT/UNDP. Reference: Tamar Pataridze,
tpataridze@caucasus-naturefund.org

• February 2023 – July 2023. Assessment of ecotourism potential and needs on NFA and municipal land in
Georgia and development of an action plan for two target municipalities. ECO.Georgia. Reference: Marit
Berchner, marit.berchner@giz.de

• January 2023 – March, 2023. Design and improve policies to promote the growth and development of
Uzbekistan’s agricultural sector. The USAID Agribusiness Development Activity Project. Reference: Art
Gandilyan, agandilyan@acdivoca.org ACDI/VOCA

• January 2021 – December, 2022. Georgia: Strengthening backward linkages between agrifood producers
and the tourism sector. Development of Agritourism roadmap FAO/EBRD, Georgia. Reference: Florent
Tomatis, florent.tomatis@fao.org

• September – December, 2022. Development of Agritourism standards in Georgia, GARA/GFA Reference:
Rusudan Kacharava, team leader russo.kacharava@gmail.com

• May, 2021 – November, 2021. Tourism Strategy Recovery Plan development, SOLOMAR/USAID, Economic
Security Program. Reference: Vano Vashakmadze, team leader v.vashakmadze@solimarinternational.com

• September 2020 – November, 2021. Creative tourism situation analysis, Needs assessment and action plan.
Development of training module in creative tourism. Georgian Art and Culture Center, GACC, Georgia /EU
project ProExtour. Reference: Mariam (Maka) Dvalishvili, team leader maka@gaccgeorgia.org

• February-November, 2020. Ecotourism market baseline study; development of Ecotourism strategy
document (approved by Georgian government in 2021)/GIZ Georgia Reference: Dariko Gogol, team leader
dariko.gogol@giz.de

• April – July 2020. Agritourism market survey and analysis in Georgia. Definition terms and concept of
Agritourism of Georgia for Agritourism Law, UN Women, Georgia. Reference: Ana Pashalishvili, team leader
ana.pashalishvili@unwomen.org

• February – June 2021. Workforce Development and Capacity Building for Tourism and Hospitality industry
in the Kingdom of Lesotho (African Bank Development Project). SFERE – France. Reference: Anne Ardigier,
Project Manager: ardigier@sfere.fr

• April 2016 – September 2017. Sustainable tourism development Guidelines for Pas of Georgia; Sustainable
tourism development (individual) strategy documents and action plans for Borjomi-Kharagauli NP and
Lagodekhi NP. TJS III; WWF Caucasus Progarm Office; Reference: Lali Tevzadze Project Manager:
lali.tevzadze@tjs-caucasus.org

• June 2015. Assessing and developing the eco-tourism potential of the Protected Areas in Georgia.
Sustainable tourism development strategy documents and action plans for Imereti PAs. ENPP in the South
Caucasus, BMZ/KfW. Transboundary Joint Secretariat (TJS II), AHT GROUP AG and REC Caucasus consortium
Reference: Lali Tevzadze Project Manager: lali.tevzadze@rec-caucasus.org

• February 2015 – November 2016. Preparation of Sustainable Tourism Development Strategy Plan for PAs in
Ajara region and individual action plans for three protected areas. Hidria. Reference: Irakli Goradze, Project
Manager: irakli.goradze@undp.org

• November 2015 - October 2016. Workforce Development and Capacity Building for Tourism and Hospitality
industry in the Imereti and Tbilissi regions. Worldbank. Anne Ardigier, Project Manager: ardigier@sfere.fr

• 2012-13. UNDP / Promote Sustainable Livelihoods and Responsible Attitude to Environment and disaster
risk reduction in the Tsagveri Sakrebulo

• 2012. USAID/NEO / Tourism Development in Pshav-Khevsureti and Mtiuleti through trainings, tourism
market assessment.

• 2011. WWF/Enhancing the landscape and ecological integrity of the Greater Caucasus Corridor through
Establishment of Khevsureti National Park, Georgia” Preparation of Tourism market management plan for
Pshav - Khevsureti planned PA.

• 2010. Eco Tourism Sector Assessment for national parks APA/FfW.
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Publications:   

• Creative tourism development models towards sustainable tourism (2022). ISBN 978-9941-8- 4141-5

• Khartishvili L. (2021): The Case for Rebuilding Tourism in Georgia: Alternative Forms and New Initiations. In

Caucasus Analytical Digest no. 122, July 2021, DOI: 10.3929/ethz-b-000506344

• Khartishvili, L., Muhar, A., Dax, T., Khelashvili, I. (2019): Rural Tourism in Georgia in Transition: Challenges for

Regional Sustainability. In Sustainability 11 (2), p. 410

• Khartishvili, L., Mitrofanenko, T., Muhar, A., Penker, M., (2020): Issues with Applying the Concept of

Community-Based Tourism in the Caucasus. In Mountain Research and Development, 40(1)

• Keryan, T., Muhar, A., Mitrofanenko, T. Khartishvili, L. (2021). UNESCO's Education for Sustainable

Development Framework and the Reality of University–Community Cooperation in the Caucasus Mountain

Region

• Svajda, J., Malac, L., & Khartisvili, L. (2020): Balancing development and conservation needs of stakeholders in

the Tusheti Protected Landscape. Journal of Mountain Science, 17(3), 709-723

• Khelashvili, I., Khartishvili, L., & Khokhobaia, M. (2020): Clustering the Problems of Sustainable Tourism

Development in a Destination. Ankara Üniversitesi Çevrebilimleri Dergisi, 7(2), 83-97.

• Teaching Manual in Transdisciplinary research practice. BOKU, CREMS, TSU and ASPU project 2017-2020.

• The Georgian - Travel & Trade Guide to Georgia. TTG Georgia. 2013, 2014, 2015;

• Pshav-Khevsureti Travel Guide; Javakheti Travel Guide. WWF/APA project 2014-2015;

• Rural Tourism, handbook, Elkana 2011;

• Catering services in rural accommodations. handbook, Elkana 2009. 2010.

Seminars and Conferences:   

• 2022. Agritour to Toscana, Campania

• 2021. Agritourism Gathering, presenter. Online workshop

• 2019. Caucassus Mountain Forum (CMF), presenter. Ankara, Turkey

• 2019. Transformations 2019, presenter, Santiago. Chile

• 2019. Mountain Tourism Development, presenter, Innsbruck

• 2018. Agritourism Congres, presenter, South Tirol

• 2018. Carpaticum conference, presenter, Eger, Hungary

• 2015. Food& Society conference, keynote speaker, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Language:    

English, Georgian (native), Russian    
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